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SUBJECT: AMOCO DRILLING IN GULF OF SUEZ 

REF: TEL AVIV 1205 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY AMOCO AND EGYPTIAN EMBASSY 
HERE THAT RIG 51 1 IS PREPARING TO START DRILLING, OR MAY 
ACTUALLY HAVE STARTED. THE IMMEDIATE PRESSURE IS THERE- 
FORE SOMEWHAT REDUCED IN THIS PARTICULAR SITUATION. IT IS 
UNCLEAR FROM EVRON'S COMMENTS IN REFTEL WHETHER ISRAEL 
INTENDS TO FORCE CESSATION OF DRILLING IF ITS CONDITIONS 
ARE NOT MET. BUT IN PRACTICAL TERMS THE ISRAELIS ARE IN A 
LESS STRONG SITUATION ON THE GROUND THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN 
SOME PREVIOUS INSTANCES. 
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2. SUBJECT TO ANY COMMENTS FROM THE SECRETARY'S PARTY 

AND EMBASSY CAIRO, YOU SHOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS TO 
EVRON IN RESPONSE TO HIS STATEMENT OF FEBRUARY 16 (HOLD 
OFF UNTIL FEBRUARY 21 TO ALLOW FOR COMMENTS): 

- IT HAS BEEN OUR PRACTICE DURING THE RECENT PAST TO 
INFORM ISRAEL IN ADVANCE OF ANY AMOCO OPERATIONS THAT WERE 
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TO EXTEND INTO THE WATERS OVER WHICH ISRAEL CLAIMS JURIS- 
DICTION. THE MOST RECENT SUCH NOTIFICATION WAS 

NOVEMBER 29, WITH REGARD TO SEISMIC OPERATIONS. 

- WE ARE PREPARED TO REQUEST AMOCO TO CONTINUE TO INFORM 
US IN SUCH CASES, AND FOR OUR PART TO CONTINUE PASSING 
THIS INFORMATION TO THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. 

- THIS WAS NOT DONE IN THE PRESENT CASE BECAUSE ACCORD- 
ING TO AMOCO'S CALCULATION OF THE RIG'S LOCATION, AS 
PLOTTED ON OUR CHARTS THAT ARE BASED ON ISRAEL'S 
RECKONING OF THE MEDIAN LINE, RIG 51 1 IS SUFFICIENTLY 
FAR TO THE WEST THAT ITS ANCHORS WERE NOT THOUGHT TO 
EXTEND INTO WATERS OVER WHICH ISRAEL CLAIMS JURISDICTION. 

- AMOCO HAS TOLD US IT INTENDS TO WITHDRAW THE EQUIP- 
MENT FROM THE SITE WHEN THE DRILLING IS COMPLETED. 

3. FYI: AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVE MADE AN EFFORT TO WORK OUT 
A FORMULA WITH ISRAEL AND EGYPT THAT WOULD PERMIT WORK 
TO GO FORWARD INITIALLY ON SITE 304.1 AND WOULD PROVIDE 
SOME BASIS FOR OTHER FUTURE OPERATIONS. GIVEN THE 
EGYPTIAN REACTION TO DATE, IT MAY BE THAT WE CANNOT 
PRODUCE A FORMULA ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIDES ALONG THE 
LINES OF THIS PARTICULAR APPROACH. WE MAY WANT TO TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK AT THE WHOLE SITUATION, THEREFORE, AND CON- 
SIDER WHETHER THERE IS A MORE PROMISING APPROACH. 
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4. IF THE ISRAELIS INSIST UPON AN EXPLICIT REQUEST FOR 
THEIR APPROVAL, OR IF THEY REFER TO FORMULA WE HAVE 
DISCUSSED WITH THEM, YOU SHOULD SAY THAT OUR WHOLE EFFORT 
HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO AVOID STEPS OR MEASURES THAT WOULD 
REQUIRE MUTUAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE LEGAL VIEW OF EITHER 
SIDE, WITH THE AIM OF FINDING A PRAGMATIC BASIS FOR 
GETTING AHEAD WITH AT LEAST THOSE OPERATIONS THAT WERE 
NOT INHERENTLY A PROBLEM FOR EITHER SIDE. WE HAVE SO 

FAR NOT SUCCEEDED IN WORKING OUT A GENERALLY APPLICABLE 
FORMULA, AND MEANWHILE WE WOULD EXPECT THAT THE ISRAELIS 
WOULD REFRAIN FROM HARASSING SUCH OPERATIONS IF THEY 
WERE INFORMED ABOUT THEM IN DUE TIME. 

HARTMAN 
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